Firefighting is dangerous even as a volunteer firefighter | almost died twice. In a house fire when the
hole burnt the floorandarddot f ur nace bel ow and another ti
burning Handy Hardware with rdtbt beams and turpentine and paint cans exploding and they accide
pointed the water stream uBand we had to hang onto the shlngles to keep from falling into the explo
mferno
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The fire of 62' burned down the entire
building in less than an hour
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. Busch school had one of these escape shoots.
The fire call boxes came and went in the 1960s
because of too many false alarms.

F‘irefighters and police were often risk thei
firefighters and police get attacked while risking their lives for someone else.
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It is very important to have more than one good quality working smoke detectors in several places
home. Also have a good quality CO alarm. Avoid natural Christmas trees as they dry out and easi
and the fumes will kill you not the fire because they explode in flame very fast with little time to esc
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CENTER LINE FIRE DEPT.

Above left. Chief Norman Smith, Andylowrey, R Hickson, Jo®'Leatr A Meduvsky

JMainerq Art Anderson, H Gibson, A Kozlowski. Giiv SwansonP&smone
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RADIOS. SOMETIMES JUST NEIGHBORS WITH BUCKETS

QUALMAN BARN DESTROYED THERE WERE NO FIRE HYDRANTS OR 911 NO FAST TELEPHONE

Wells in our area often get filled with natural %
gas which if not properly vented can lead to
massive building explosmns

There were no fire departments until the formed by villages.
But they were next to useless until water mains with fire
hydrants were activated. If the oil lamps or candles used for
lighting caught the house or barn on fire all one could do wa:
get out. Everything you had was destroyed. There were no
W| phones. The Warren Volunteer Fire Dept was organized April
- 1926,baughta Model T chassis and equipped it for firefighting
Later a second Model T was equipped with chemicals. Later
Ford V8 truck was added with a 350 gallon tank 2500 feet of
hose, ladders, hand extinguishers, axes & suction pump. It w
housed in an east addition to the township hall on Beebe Str
* The Center Line Fire Dept began in Dec 1925 when the villa
approved the purchase of a 1926 American LaFrance fire
engine. These engines had chemical tanks. Later pumps we
added to pump water out of cisterns. Telephone service whic
went to Detroit and then to a small Warren telephone exchar
not staffed at night. There was no dialing of numbers everyth
was done through operator on a party line system which may
have 9 or more phones on one line. Often it took over an hot
to get the call to the fire chief. Many homes and barns burnt
the ground in minutes before and after fire departments were
started.
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CenterALlne Police Department
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City of Center Line Fire Department 1970

Sgt. W. Desmone Sgt. J. Mainero A. Meduvsky

A. Kozlowski G. Swanson R. Hickson
— VOLUNTEERS —
Lt. V. Grobbel J. Carbonneau L. Choike J. Gafa
Sgt. F. Rossio Sgt. N. Gregersen B. Lambert J. Mihelich
Sgt. P. Gagne J. Nawacki G. Schwartz W. Clanton
W. Amold me T. Sullivan G. Verhulst M. Walters
A. Mowrey M. Labourier J. Northrup

Here are a few pictures from my time as a volunteer fire fighter with the Center Line Fire Departm
and Center Line Goodfellow. | remember being woken up in the early morning hours by the alarn
sounds on the fire radio. It had three loud tones. | got so used to responding quickly that | was
usually half out of bed by the third tone. Then you had to listen for directions to the fire. We had
lights and sirens on our cars but only used them when needed. Two fires stand out both of which
almost died in. The first was a house fire with a lot of smoke. We know that kids often hide in
closets and under beds in a fire because they are frightened. Part of our job is to get them out be
the smoke Kills them. (Most people die from the smoke not the fire) Anyway | was inside the smc
filled house when my face mask fogged up. Now if you can't see anything you are blind. So | we
back outside cleared the mask and reentered. | discovered that if | had taken one more step forw
when my mask was fogged up that | would have fallen thru the burning floor onto the red hot oil
furnace which was causing the house fire. Another time we were on top of Joe's Bike shop fighti
the Big Handy Andy Hardware store fire. It was 3 AM in the morning. The sky was filled with
smoke and it was dark. The roof beams just a few feet from me were red hot and twisting Explod
paint and solvent cans were going off like bombs. The hoses at the top of three big ladder trucks:
spraying towards the fire when one of them changed angle somehow and started spraying us anc
pushing us into the inferno. The operators couldn't see because of the smoke and darkness. We |
drop our hoses and hang on to the shingles for dear life for a few minutes to not get swept into th
flames and redhot twisting steel beams. The purpose here is not that | am pretending to be some |
of a hero and it is the same reason | wear my Veterans cap. | am not a hero but | had the honor o
serving with some. | was just doing my job as a volunteer. My purpose is to say we should honor
firefighters and soldiers because they put their lives on the line. All gave some and some gave all
Do have a 2 working smoke detectors and a C
as they dry out easily and become fire bombs you cannot escape from. The fumes will kill you.
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Left to Right Leo Grobbel, Nelson Zott, Dave Smith. Chief George Theut, Jacob
Schneider, Mark Kunath, Harold Stilwell, Leo Schnoblen. Standing Joe Wiegand.
Norbert Rinke, Tony Vohs, Edward Grobbel, Edw Schoenherr Jr, George Rinke, ——
Paul Elwart, Nelson Giff Bert Grobbel. At Wheel Elmer Flechsig and Clement Grobbel.

f;'—l;'re ieparlment = 1961

When that screeching siren calls our fire-fighters to action, these are the men who wiil respond at any time of day
or night. Standing in front of a most capable piece of equipment we find also capable regulars and volunteers
flanking Chief Lyerla (white cap) left to right: Norman Desimone, John Radtke, James Mainero, Sgt. Richard
Carney, Sgt. William Desmone, Lieut. Nelson Bruechaert, Chief Lyerla, Lieut. Ralph Reiterman. Sgt. Norman.
Smith, Sgt. Vincent Grobbel, Joseph O'Lear, Robert Widman, Gustino Sciotti, Guy Swanson; kneeling: Harold
Helberz and Anthony Meduvsky.
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equipped it for fire fighting. Later a
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chemicals. Later a Ford V8 truck was

added with a 350 gallon tank 2500 feet of hose, ;
ladders, hand extinguishers, axes & suction pump. It & 7
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was housed in an east addition to the township hall o
Beebe Street.

Thereafter individual pieces of equipment were
added yeatly.

Need information on people above. There 1s more ong
the DVD.

Warren FD Clowns do a lot of good.

Firemen nisk their lives every day for us. Having been I
one I can say this job is nisky and sometimes real
tough. We owe them gratitude and respect.



Warren Fire Dept had 25 vehicles some shown here at Tech Plaza SS Kresge in background. 1961 Warren
installed over 300 fire call boxes strategically located at schools, shopping centers and main intersections fo
provide direct communication to fire and police departments. The Green Acres shopping canter and Pampa
Lanes were two big fires. As more and more people got phones and because of a high volume of false
alarms the boxes were discontinued in 1964. In the 1961s the WFD had about 109 employees.

\ =
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Apparatus Building was built in 1929.
There was no fire department or police department for nearly all &
the history of our area. Only since the forming of a village was there I
any fire protection and that was next to useless until water mains with fire {
hydrants were activated. Until that time if the oil lamps or candles used for i
lighting caught the house or barn on fire all one could do was get out a
try to save a few valuables. Everything you had would be destroyed. An
there was no insurance. There were no phones to call for help. There.
volunteer fire department in Warren of sorts since probably8b8s First
it was just farmers who would bring buckets and rush to a fire by horste ck
when they saw smoke in the sky. The history of the Warren Volunteer Fire Department was
not written down so is mostly lost. There may have been a portable pump which could pull
water out of a well or pond and spray it on to a fire or compressed air tank with chemicals in
the tank. The village hall was built in 1922 and a shed built next to it in 1925. The Official
Warren Volunteer Fire Department was organized April 4, 1926. It secured a Model T chassis
and equipped it for firefighting. Later a second Model T was equipped with chemicals. Later
a Ford V8 truck was added with 350 gallon tank 2500 feet of hose, ladders, hand extinguish
hers, axes and suction pump. | am still looking for early records. In 1944 the Chief was
George Shoop with Leo Roth, ND Eckstein, FI®idkabush PeterTrombly, Ernie Steffens,
Ray Lutz, Merton Lyons, Harolfiquier John Taylor, Doi€Cockerlineand Howard Lyons. It
was housed in an east addition to the township hall on Beebe Street in 1946. Where it was
before is unclear, but in 1992 the fire department moved out &eébeVillagehall. In
1938 Chrysler Corporation donated a truck chassis. This was taken to General Detroit Fire
Truck Corporation at 2272 East Jefferson and fitted as a fire truck. It was delivered to Warren
Township on February 25th, 1939 and stored at ChBiseser'sService Station at 21708 Van
Dyke. George Schimmel converted his old gas station at 22730 van Dyke into a fire station
and leased it to Warren Township. On May 20th 1939 the fire truck was moved to this station
and became fire station No 1. In 1939 Warren's first fire station was builtLilerexand
William Van Hulle were hired as fireman. They still had volunteer firefighters. The Warren
Fire Department went from all volunteer to two full time firefighters to a high of 184 in 1980.
On May 20th 1939 Willianvanhullewas named Fire Chief and Vetnmexwas appointed
Firefighter. Tenmenwere assigned as volunteer firefighters by Township Supervisor William
Strich Training began on Ma¥2st On June 15th 1939 the fire station was officially open to
serve all of Warren Township.

Two Warren firefighters have lost their lives. CHARLESGSIGNEYDIED
7/16/1944 Died in a barn fire.

HENRY K MORAN 19421973 involved in a car accident. He suffered closed head

injuries and had to be confined to a nursing home.
110




WARREN VILLAGE FIRE DEPARTMENT
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Front Row, left to right: Leo W. Roth, John M. T ayl .
Don H, Cockerline, Fioyd L. Rickabasn. Y or George F. Shoop, Chief; Ernest J. Steffens,

Back Row, left to right: Clifford R. Cockerline, Merton A. Lyons, Raymond S. Lutz, Jack Eckstein.
B |

In 1938 Chrysler Corporation donated a fire truck. In 1939 a fire hall was built next to the
old township hall at Van Dyke and 11 Mile roads. Fire Station No 2 at 13360 Nine Mile Rd
and Fire Station No 3 at 23630 Ryan were put in operation on September 7th, 1949. 1951
Van Dyke Fire Hall was built and two more fire halls were built. In 1955 the Nine Mile and
Federal fire hall was built followed some time later by the fire hall on Twelve Mile Road by
Common Road. The Ryan Station was built later.

William B. Burr was appointed the City of Warren's First fire Commissioner February 5th,
1957.
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1953

WARREN TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT STATION NO, 3 l
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Standeng from left 1o oahl Weltar Ma
et 0o 2ight . Cetrge Carlu, Hay Orown, Oses

o, Ls. Larn
e Behnke, Bob Wikey, and Melville Nooper

Below is young Ted Bates. Eleanor Bates remembers he got $3.00 a call. The Village of Warrer
Volunteer Fire Department at 5961 Beebe St was put into operation as Station No 4 and 16
volunteer firefighters were given the position of regular paid firefighters On May 17th 1957.
Station No 5 was dedicated On Oct 11th, 1958 in Honored memory of firefighter Charles
Consigneyof the Warren Township Fire Department who gave his life in the line of duty on July
16th, 1944. Station No 6 at 3090 Twelve Mile Rd was put in operation on February 1st, 1967.
The new Fire Station No 3 on Ryan near Stevens replacing the earlier station at the same
location, was put in operation on May 22nd, 1986. This was dedicated to the "First Chief William
Van Hule who served from 1932963. The new Station No 4. was put into operation in 1991

and dedicated to Assistant Chief Henry Moran (192€23). The new Station No 2 and
Administration building at 23295 Schoenherr Rd were put into operation in 1991 and dedicated
to Fire Chief WillianVahhulle VernLumexand William VanHulle 1939 only two firemen.

William Van Hulle was chief for a long time ReineliCommissioner and CockerlineChief in

1967

Glenn E Thom was Fire Commissioner and Cliff@ackerlineChief 1972. James Ritchie
Commissioner, Donal8oldenskiAdmin Chief, Harold Church Senior Asst Chief 1975

Tom Johnson. Bill Karpinski from Dec 26, 198Bec 1, 1995. FranBucaetChief 1985

1986 and William Karpinski Fire commissioner . Ray Shields from Feb 7,-1966 23, 1998
HenryGesingDec 7, 1998 . Curtis Behnke Sep 23, 2000. Robert Vought Jan 14-3e@4 11,

2008

Fire Commissioner Skip McAdams Oct 200Bresent

Chiefs: Fire Chief David Frederick, Deputy Chief John Gary Wilkinson, Special Operations
Chief KenSytefanski EMS Chief MarkSchimanskiBattalion Chiefs, Unit 1 Donal@harrett

Unit 2 Ken Meyer, bl

Unit 3 JohnLovins, Fire Marshall Daniel Simpson.
Oh forgot to mention Young Ted eventually became a mayor of Warre

;wl' ?
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Warren Fire Chiefs

Fire Chief 1 William Vanhulle  Fire Chief 2 Clifford Cockerline Fire Chief 3 Donald Soldenski
May 20 1939 - Oct 24 1963 10/24/63 02/10/75 2/10/75 - 4/16/82

Fire Chief 4 Harold Church Fire Chief 5 Frank Sucaet Fire Ctﬁef 6 John Smilnak
1/16/82 — 6/11/84 5/11/84 — 7/7/86 7/7/89 - 1/2/88

Fire Chief 7 George Reidt Fire Chief 8 Ronald Malecki Fire Chief 9 Douglas Knoblauch
1/16/88 - 8/8/93 8/8/93 - 8/18/96 8/18/96 - 8/17/98
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Warren Fire Chiefs

Fire Chief 10 Louis Kingsley Fire Chief 11 John Getts Fire Chief 12 Al Kane
Jr. 8/17/98 - 11/7/98 7/15/66 - 11/6/99

=

Fire Chief 13 Richard Lessnau Fire Chief 14 Casimir Koptek = Fire Chief 15 Ronald Kibzey

James Ritchie Commissioner, Donald Soldenski Admin Chief, Harold Church Senior Asst Chief 1973
Tom Johnson Bill Karpinski from Dec 26, 1985 - Dec 1, 1995
Frank Sucaet Chief 1985 - 1986 and William Karpinski Fire commissioner
Ray Shields from Feb 7, 1996 - Nov 23, 1998
Henry Gesing Dec 7, 1998-? Curtis Behnke Sept 23, 2000
Fire Commissioner Robert Vought Jan 14, 2004 - Sept 11, 2008
Fire Commissioner Wilbert " Skip" McAdams Oct 2008

David Frederick Chief Lawrence R. Speck DeputyFire Chief

See Index for page numbers for later years.
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THE BEHRNS-QUALMANN
‘ FARMHOUSE

man mim‘igr'am Joachim Behrns (1808-1888)
ttled here vln 1854, The one-story portion pre-
ate 1856 wnh addnionp in 1861 and c. 1900. In
1902 son Henry Behrns (‘1849 1930) sold the farm
o the famlly of hls fnrnﬂland William Qualmann
(1885- 1983) who mamed thcrim Kutchey in
" 1908. Qualmann adustice of the Peace and
Township Treasurer, lgter 801d real estate. The
60-acre dairy farm reached north a half mile;
produce was sold Yoadside and at Detroit’s Bastern
Market. The barns and 5116 burried, winter 1940.
Chicken coop, smoke house and garage still stand.

Warren Historical Commission, 2009

Tom Turmel
past owner,
Sandy, Ray
Stilwell present |
owners




The first official land buyer was Charles Groesbeck in 1830 followed by Charles Rivard in
1831. Then Charles Rivard bought more land in 1833 and 1835. Fabian Rivard bought land
in 1833 followed by Victoire Rivard in 1837. That is as far back as one can go unless you
were an Indian tribe member. The Rivards were prominent in Center Line history as early
settlers, farmers and operators of several businesses including a General Store, hardware
store and Ford dealership. What you see here is just a little bit. Credit t@&kikbelfor
everything here exce@uechelstore. Credit Harold Stilwell for that.. He has much more

on Rivards see his website at grobbel.org

. s e

This old building was once the ‘trading post’ over at Kunrod's Corner,
State and Ten Mile Roads,  Owned and run by John Buwchel. it was moved
1o Van Dyke when the business section was growing atong Van Dyke. 1t
received a new outer coating of red bricks. and provided living quarters
for the Buechel’s family upsidies.  Later puechased by Aurclius Rivard.
He ran the grocery store, rented the upstaies until purchased by St. Clement
Church, It was demolished in 1959 and with it went onc of Center Line
early buildings,

NN

Rivards from MikeGrobbelcollection
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Leviathan
In 1868 the Central Pacific Railroad purchased four locomotives from the Schenectady
Locomotive Works. They were; The Jupiter #60, The Storm #61, The Whirlwind #62 and the
Leviathan #63.

U
This was a typical wood burning locomotive used inltB80sbefore the supply lines for coal
was set up. Years later diesel oil fueled locomotives were found to be more efficient and les

labor intensive. This particular engine is shown as an example of a wood burner and did not
regularly run here. It did visit our area a few years ago.
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The state road (now Sherwood) was
dirt which became at times seas of
mud or axel breaking holes. So
businessmen in Detroit built a wood
rail, railroad in the 1840s. Later the =«
wood rails were covered with iron TR
strips. The first cars were horse drawn.

The Detroit to Bay City railroad
opened for traffic in Oct 1872. The
Warren Station was at 10 Mile road,
was first called Groesbeck, The
SpinningsStation was at 14 mile road.
Oakwood Station was at Chicago
Road. The Grand Trunk on the east
from Detroit to Port Huron went thru
Warren in 1859. Thomas Edison was a2 1
newsboy and candy seller on this line.
Steam tractors had wide use from
18801918.

Trains went to thousands of places.
Relaxing ride, rest rooms, food served.
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