
Busch school had one of these escape shoots. 

The fire call boxes came and went in the 1960s 

because of too many false alarms.
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Firefighting is dangerous even as a volunteer firefighter I almost died twice. In a house fire when there was a 

hole burnt the floor and a red-hot furnace below and another time on top of Joeôs bike shop in the dark next to 

burning Handy Hardware with red-hot beams and turpentine and paint cans exploding and they accidentally 

pointed the water stream on us and we had to hang onto the shingles to keep from falling into the exploding 

inferno.

Firefighters and police were often risk their lives for people who donôt even appreciate it. Sometimes 

firefighters and police get attacked while risking their lives for someone else.

From Mike Grobbel collection



Left Mike 

Grobbel and 

Alton 

Grobbel 

1926 

American 

LaFrance

1961 fire run to Sunburst Norm Smith by engine. Wesley Arnold photographer with brownie Hawkeye camera.

It is very important to have more than one good quality working smoke detectors in several places in your 

home.  Also have a good quality CO alarm.  Avoid natural Christmas trees as they dry out and easily burn 

and the fumes will kill you not the fire because they explode in flame very fast with little time to escape. 

Above left. Chief Norman Smith, Andy Mowrey, R Hickson, Joe O'Lear, A Meduvsky, 

J Mainero, Art Anderson, H Gibson, A Kozlowski, Guy Swanson, W Desmone 
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There were no fire departments until the formed by villages. 

But they were next to useless until water mains with fire 

hydrants were activated. If the oil lamps or candles used for 

lighting caught the house or barn on fire all one could do was 

get out. Everything you had was destroyed. There were no 

phones. The Warren Volunteer Fire Dept was organized April 4, 

1926, baught a Model T chassis and equipped it for firefighting. 

Later a second Model T was equipped with chemicals. Later a 

Ford V8 truck was added with a 350 gallon tank 2500 feet of 

hose, ladders, hand extinguishers, axes & suction pump. It was 

housed in an east addition to the township hall on Beebe Street. 

The Center Line Fire Dept began in Dec 1925 when the village 

approved the purchase of a 1926 American LaFrance fire 

engine.  These engines had chemical tanks. Later pumps were 

added to pump water out of cisterns. Telephone service which 

went to Detroit and then to a small Warren telephone exchange 

not staffed at night. There was no dialing of numbers everything 

was done through operator on a party line system which may 

have 9 or more phones on one line. Often it took over an hour 

to get the call to the fire chief.  Many homes and barns burnt to 

the ground in minutes before and after fire departments were 

started. 

Wells in our area often get filled with natural 

gas which if not properly vented can lead to 

massive building explosions. 
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Center Line Police Department

86

Sometimes mutual aid helped

See my archive for names

Center Line City Hall Nativity Scene from 

Mike Grobbel

CONRAD J & GABRIEL

WELSING 

Chief NormanSmith

Me
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Need names will 

add when I get them



Here are a few pictures from my time as a volunteer fire fighter with the Center Line Fire Department 

and Center Line Goodfellow.  I remember being woken up in the early morning hours by the alarm 

sounds on the fire radio.  It had three loud tones.  I got so used to responding quickly that I was 

usually half out of bed by the third tone.  Then you had to listen for directions to the fire.  We had 

lights and sirens on our cars but only used them when needed. Two fires stand out both of which I 

almost died in.  The first was a house fire with a lot of smoke.  We know that kids often hide in 

closets and under beds in a fire because they are frightened.  Part of our job is to get them out before 

the smoke kills them.  (Most people die from the smoke not the fire)  Anyway I was inside the smoke 

filled house when my face mask fogged up.  Now if you can't see anything you are blind.  So I went 

back outside cleared the mask and reentered.  I discovered that if I had taken one more step forward 

when my mask was fogged up that I would have fallen thru the burning floor onto the red hot oil 

furnace which was causing the house fire.  Another time we were on top of  Joe's Bike shop fighting 

the Big Handy Andy Hardware store fire. It was 3 AM in the morning.  The sky was filled with 

smoke and it was dark. The roof beams just a few feet from me were red hot and twisting  Exploding 

paint and solvent cans were going off like bombs. The hoses at the top of three big ladder trucks were 

spraying towards the fire when one of them changed angle somehow and started spraying us and 

pushing us into the inferno. The operators couldn't see because of the smoke and darkness. We had to 

drop our hoses and hang on to the shingles for dear life for a few minutes to not get swept into the 

flames and red-hot twisting steel beams. The purpose here is not that I am pretending to be some kind 

of a hero and it is the same reason I wear my Veterans cap. I am not a hero but I had the honor of 

serving with some. I was just doing my job as a volunteer. My purpose is to say we should honor our 

firefighters and soldiers because they put their lives on the line. All gave some and some gave all.

Do have a 2 working smoke detectors and a CO detector and donôt use natural Christmas trees 

as they dry out easily and become fire bombs you cannot escape from. The fumes will kill you.
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Apparatus Building was built in 1929. 

There was no fire department or police department for nearly all of 

the history of our area. Only since the forming of a village was there

any fire protection and that was next to useless until water mains with fire 

hydrants were activated. Until that time if the oil lamps or candles used for

lighting caught the house or barn on fire all one could do was get out and

try to save a few valuables. Everything you had would be destroyed. And

there was no insurance. There were no phones to call for help.  There was a

volunteer fire department in Warren of sorts since probably the 1850s. First

it was just farmers who would bring buckets and rush to a fire by horseback

when they saw smoke in the sky. The history of the Warren Volunteer Fire Department was 

not written down so is mostly lost. There may have been a portable pump which could pull 

water out of a well or pond and spray it on to a fire or compressed air tank with chemicals in 

the tank. The village hall was built in 1922 and a shed built next to it in 1925. The Official 

Warren Volunteer Fire Department was organized April 4, 1926.  It secured a Model T chassis 

and equipped it for firefighting.  Later a second Model T was equipped with chemicals. Later 

a Ford V8 truck was added with 350 gallon tank 2500 feet of hose, ladders, hand extinguish-

hers, axes and suction pump.  I am still looking for early records.  In 1944 the Chief was 

George Shoop with Leo Roth, ND Eckstein, Floyd Rickabush, Peter Trombly, Ernie Steffens, 

Ray Lutz,  Merton Lyons, Harold Squier, John Taylor, Don Cockerline and Howard Lyons. It 

was housed in an east addition to the township hall on Beebe Street in 1946. Where it was 

before is unclear, but in 1992 the fire department moved out of the BeebeVillage hall.  In 

1938 Chrysler Corporation donated a truck chassis. This was taken to General Detroit Fire 

Truck Corporation at 2272 East Jefferson and fitted as a fire truck. It was delivered to Warren 

Township on February 25th, 1939 and stored at Charles Blazier's Service Station at 21708 Van 

Dyke. George Schimmel converted his old gas station at 22730 van Dyke into a fire station 

and leased it to Warren Township. On May 20th 1939 the fire truck was moved to this station 

and became fire station No 1.  In 1939 Warren's first fire station was built. Vern Lumex and 

William Van Hulle were hired as fireman. They still had volunteer firefighters. The Warren 

Fire Department went from all volunteer to two full time firefighters to a high of 184 in 1980. 

On May 20th 1939 William Vanhulle was named Fire Chief and Vern Lumex was appointed 

Firefighter. Tenmen were assigned as volunteer firefighters by Township Supervisor William 

Strich. Training began on May 12st. On June 15th 1939 the fire station was officially open to 

serve all of Warren Township.

 Two Warren firefighters have lost their lives.  CHARLES COGSIGNEY DIED 

7/16/1944 Died in a barn fire.

 HENRY K MORAN 1942-1973 involved in a car accident. He suffered closed head 

injuries and had to be confined to a nursing home.
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In 1938 Chrysler Corporation donated a fire truck. In 1939 a fire hall was built next to the 

old township hall at Van Dyke and 11 Mile roads. Fire Station No 2 at 13360 Nine Mile Rd 

and Fire Station No 3 at 23630 Ryan were put in operation on September 7th, 1949.  1951 

Van Dyke Fire Hall was built and two more fire halls were built. In 1955 the Nine Mile and 

Federal fire hall was built followed some time later by the fire hall on Twelve Mile Road by 

Common Road. The Ryan Station was built later. 

William B. Burr was appointed the City of Warren's First fire Commissioner February 5th, 

1957. 
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Below is young Ted Bates.  Eleanor Bates remembers he got $3.00 a call.  The Village of Warren 

Volunteer Fire Department at 5961 Beebe St was put into operation as Station No 4 and 16 

volunteer firefighters were given the position of regular paid firefighters On May 17th 1957. 

Station No 5 was dedicated On Oct 11th, 1958 in Honored memory of firefighter Charles 

Consigney of the Warren Township Fire Department who gave his life in the line of duty on July 

16th, 1944.  Station No 6 at 3090 Twelve Mile Rd was put in operation on February 1st, 1967. 

The new Fire Station No 3 on Ryan near Stevens replacing the earlier station at the same 

location, was put in operation on May 22nd, 1986. This was dedicated to the "First Chief William 

Van Hule who served from 1939-1963.  The new Station No 4. was put into operation in 1991 

and dedicated to Assistant Chief Henry Moran (1942-1973). The new Station No 2 and 

Administration building at 23295 Schoenherr Rd were put into operation in 1991 and dedicated 

to Fire Chief Willian Vahhulle. Vern Lumex and William Van Hulle 1939 only two firemen.  

William Van Hulle was chief for a long time  H Reineli Commissioner and C Cockerline Chief in 

1967

Glenn E Thom was Fire Commissioner and Clifford Cockerline Chief 1972.  James Ritchie 

Commissioner, Donald Soldenski Admin Chief, Harold Church Senior Asst Chief 1975

Tom Johnson.    Bill Karpinski from Dec 26, 1985 - Dec 1, 1995.    Frank Sucaet Chief 1985 - 

1986 and William Karpinski Fire commissioner .    Ray Shields from Feb 7, 1996 - Nov 23, 1998

Henry Gesing Dec 7, 1998-   .  Curtis Behnke Sep 23, 2000. Robert Vought Jan 14, 2004-Sept 11, 

2008

Fire Commissioner Skip McAdams Oct 2008 - Present

Chiefs:  Fire Chief David Frederick, Deputy Chief John Gary Wilkinson, Special Operations 

Chief Ken Sytefanski, EMS Chief Mark Schimanski, Battalion Chiefs, Unit 1 Donald Tharrett, 

Unit 2 Ken Meyer,

Unit 3 John Lovins, Fire Marshall Daniel Simpson.

Oh forgot to mention Young Ted eventually became a mayor of Warren.
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See Index for page numbers for later years.
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Tom Turmel 

past owner,

Sandy, Ray 

Stilwell present 

owners

William Qualmann
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The first official land buyer was Charles Groesbeck in 1830 followed by Charles Rivard in 

1831.  Then Charles Rivard bought more land in 1833 and 1835.   Fabian Rivard bought land 

in 1833 followed by  Victoire Rivard in 1837.  That is as far back as one can go unless you 

were an Indian tribe member.  The Rivards were prominent in Center Line history as early 

settlers, farmers and operators of several businesses including a General Store, hardware 

store and Ford dealership. What you see here is just a little bit.  Credit to Mike Grobbel for 

everything here except Buechel store.  Credit Harold Stilwell for that..  He has much more 

on Rivards see his website at grobbel.org     

Rivards from Mike Grobbel collection
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Pictures from Mike 

Grobbel collection. 

Visit grobbel.org for 

more
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This was a typical wood burning locomotive used in the 1800s before the supply lines for coal 

was set up.  Years later diesel oil fueled locomotives were found to be more efficient and less 

labor intensive. This particular engine is shown as an example of a wood burner and did not 

regularly run here. It did visit our area a few years ago.



The state road (now Sherwood) was 

dirt which became at times seas of 

mud or axel breaking holes. So 

businessmen in Detroit built a wood 

rail, railroad in the 1840s. Later the 

wood rails were covered with iron 

strips. The first cars were horse drawn. 

The Detroit to Bay City railroad 

opened for traffic in Oct 1872. The 

Warren Station was at 10 Mile road, 

was first called Groesbeck, The 

Spinnings Station was at 14 mile road. 

Oakwood Station was at Chicago 

Road. The Grand Trunk on the east 

from Detroit to Port Huron went thru 

Warren in 1859. Thomas Edison was a 

newsboy and candy seller on this line. 

Steam tractors had wide use from 

1880-1918.
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Trains went to thousands of places. 

Relaxing ride, rest rooms, food served.


